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Calcutta will, I think, be hardly found anywhere else. I see no-
thing but poison in the writings of the English papers which oppose
non-co-operation. There is no limit to the malicious criticism of the
writings of non-co-operators and no end of lies which are spread
against them. As if this were not enough, the writings and speech-
es of our great poet, Rabindranath Thakur, are used to such wicked
purposes that I simply cannot understand how people have the
courage to misrepresent things so completely. Observing these
lies, I often picture to myself the conditions in Rasanarajya1. Where
there is no discrimination in the choice of means, cunning and
deception should not surprise us. It would never have been pos-
sible for Ravana to carry off Sitaji if he had appeared before her
as the demon which he was. He could do so only by assuming the
form of a sadhu. When saintliness is thus used as a cover, des-
truction soon overtakes the man, I see the English papers here
spreading falsehood in the name of truth. I have referred to this
poisonous atmosphere merely in order that the non-co-operators
may draw a lesson from it, that they should keep away from such
falsehood. We should never forget that our weapons are non-vio-
lence and truth.

A spinning-wheel exhibition is being held here in the National
College. I saw there about fifteen types of new spinning-wheels.
The ingenious devices they display are endless. A good many young
men have been putting their talents to good use. Some of the
spinning-wheels were beautiful indeed. Some were very small. I
saw one which could be carried in a little box. One could be put
in a chest while another was fitted with a musical instrument. But
I did not see any which could match the conventional type in pro-
ducing yarn. The conclusion, therefore, which I certainly draw
from all these attempts at invention was that the spinning-wheel
had now become very popular and that improvements in the exis-
ting type were exercising the ingenuity of innumerable engineers.
[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 18-9-1921

1 Rule of Ravaia, based on complete disregard for moral values